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CONCLUSION

Kenneth Pedersen, current NASA Director of International Affairs,
has commented that "international space cooperation is not a charitable
enterprise; countries cooperate because they judge it in their interest to
do so."33 This observation can be extended to the level of individual
space scientists; in the 25 years since scientific experiments in outer
space became feasible, U.S. and European scientists have found it in-
creasingly in their individual and mutual self-interests to carry out much
of their activity on a cooperative basis. NASA's policies have encour-
aged and facilitated such cooperation; one result has been the nurturing
of a vigorous space science community in Europe as well as in the United
States.

That community today recognizes the high stakes involved in main-
taining effective communication and cooperation across national
borders; this appears the only way for space science to thrive. The sim-
ple missions have already been flown, resources for space science are
scarce, and a coordinated approach to the planning, funding, and con-
duct of complex science missions makes eminent sense. New ways to
allow space scientists to join with the government organizations
through which they function in a collaborative enterprise of cosmic
discovery may be needed, but in general the outlook for international
space science in the coming decades is one of great promise and
excitement.
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